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By Albert Sonnichsen Able Seaman

EN who do not value the lives
of othera often value their
own bigly enough But this
rule seldom works the other

way The reddest daredevil vagabond
who butts about die world Into all
orto of dangers and acquires a sort of
contempt of the forms of death

often faces begs after awhile to
believe that every one else shares his
attitude of mind toward what he con
eiders at the worst only a slight hasten-
ing of the inevitable

Such a man to the average sailor He
has no family and his more distant
kindred are only vague personalities of
whom he hat only a vague knowledge-
It Is family ties that muse men to fear
death

If half his shipmates are washed
overboard in a st rm Jack is depressed
for the time belong but a month later
when he reaches port he is quite apt to
give his account of the incident in a
Humorous vein

Yed a laded he says in the
course of his tale if yed a seen the
way Tim Hogan was a on to
the end of a topsail brace like a
blessed herrin hooked on thf end of a
line Then when he couldnt hold on
no longer he just gives a tremendous
wriggle like hed swallowed the bait
an it was tastln pretty good an off he
swims like he was lookin for more an
that was the lariat we of BilL

As a matter of fact Jack did not
laugh at the time of the accident His
comparison of a drowning clinging
to the end of a rope to a hooked fish
iever entered his head until he spun
ale yarn Time has given him that at
titude toward a form of death so com
mon that it may be his any day When
his turn comes he will not laugh but if
hi ghost survives him it will probably
Jive an account to other ghosts of
Its entrance into the spirit world in on
squally humorous vein

If you were to consult the log of the
American bark Southern Cross about
ight years back you would come across
an entry like this

Chief Mate Hardy disappeared in
the middle watch Supposed to have
fallen overboard while examining the
logSuch an entry is common in ships
logs and it might not excite much in-
terest in the average shoreabiding cit
izen but in the maritime world there
are some to whom this would recall
memories of a strange personality
Happy Steve

How Happy Steve was connected
with the drowning of the mate of the
Southern Cross will develop later First
mate-

I will hide Dick Hardys identity un-
der his real name nobody but a few
ship owners know him by that He
has an aged mother living somewhere-
up in Maine and for her sake it is bet
ter to let his pest rest Let it suffice
to say that under an alias something
but not quite like Black
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known the world over as one of
blackest scoundrels that ever trod a
deck
roic brutalities from Frisco to Calcut j

ta In his day boarding masters had
drug sailors before they could ship

them on the Southern Crow she was
a hard packet Today I believe she ta
reckoned one of the most comfortable-
In the American merchant marine

It was aboard the ship that I made
my first trip to sea that I first heard
of Hardy and while I have listened to
Innumerable tales of him since and
have even related some of his exploits
myself that introductory knowledge of
him will always remain with me as a
distinct impression For I was present
when the first authentic account of his
death was given out by the one man
who knew

This was aboard the old Nicaraguan
bark Don Adolfo She had aboard a
crew of hardy reckless west coast ad
venturers most of whom were on the
west coast because it was not particu-
larly healthy for them to be anywhere
else Not that they were reaDy a bad
lot but as I have already said they
were of that class who had acquired an
attitude toward human life not com
patible with the laws of more civilised
parts

One of the men was a chap called
Happy Steve It was his optimistic
temperament that had given him his
name Come what would hard weather
topsails to ref a leaky ship to pump-
or in fine weather decks to holystone
boats to scour with sand and canvas

always accepted these hardships
with a jolly smile while his shipmates
looked back and swore Steve could
swear too b t he did it in such a hu
morous way that the foul words on his

lost their worst significance Even
when he had a growl with the captain-
it usually ruled with the captain
laughing and granting the demand

lsually an optimist is not a favorite-
In a ships forecastle but Steve could
giveeverytfcing such a humorous turn
that his shftmiates would laugh in spite-
of themselves During the second doc
watch he kept the men in a continuous
roar of laughter with his tales of past
exploits Steve told man uto
rips but there was one that beat them
Cit

had passed the doldrums and
were well down into the southeast
trades whore the steady breeze made-
it seldom r oRsary to pull a rope or to
touch a mil I that respect it was al
rsost like Ftpamboatinp Our dug
watches were never disturbed and

very mains artistic ability as a story
truer was in full demand

One evening the conversation turned-
to hardcase packets of ships

men take and give blows with
deadly intent Each man told of the
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bucko mates he had known sad as al
most every one had known Har ror Black Jack he arffl Wav1 myvftrlooe
fate became the principal subject for
discussion v

Be was a bad commented
Kanaka Joe darkly
warent Ive known hardcase mates
but of em
a light BlackJack wareWt he was m
mucker hed hit a man when he was
down

You bet agreed another man
drownin was too good fer him

should a been hamstrung first then
hung by his arms in the maia chains-
an then blled in a pot o tsar

Here each man gave his idea of a
fitting end for Black Jack tend some
were quite ingenious That Is all Old
so onr laughed
immoderately as each man presented
his method

Come Steve said Joe
how would you havehim cooked
Steve laughed uproariously white

his mates grinned In anticipaJkm of a
particularly funny account of an im-
aginary death tel Black But
Steves laughter locraaeed his fac was I

red with suppressed m rrim Mt
Come Steve said Cockney sailor

encouragingly lets ave joke
dont be akeepln it all to

Why ye blessed gatoots chortled
Steve at last I could tell ye a story
o Black Jack as would make1 yef eyes
water Here you chaps is a talkin of
Black Jack with me here as Scald tellys more about him than any man

And Steve shook with keen ap
preciation of the humor of It

Well ye blareted ass why dont art
tell us suggested the Cockney

Well panted Steve between
spasms as how I am with a
crowd as can appreciate the funny side
of a good story I am gain to oblige
yes

Ye see fellers I wa bosn mate of
the Southern Cross the trip Black Jack
croaked

Well I be hanged ejaculated sev-
eral of the men together Steve

at their astonishment In their faces
You bet he continued an I am

the boy as can tell ye a few things
about that trip

We left Liverpool for Frisco with
general a crowd o green
Cockneys as didnt know th
spanker boom from a
Naturally Black Jack piled Into em
before we got clear of Light
an the scuppers was red with
night an day

Well about five days out we struck-
a bit of nasty weather an one night
all hands was aloft reeftn the fore
upper topsail Black Jack was up
there in the bunt lookin arter the job
It so happened as I was next to hits
but he didnt know it was me Well
something happened to rile him and
first thing I knew he landed on my
jaw an nearly sent me down deck
Fancy him takln me for a blasted
limejuicer
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them bow legs o me awagging be
hind

night fn the middle watch the
the wheel wanted to be
few minutes so z went and

took the wheel while he ford
Black Jack was pacln the poop

it bain a sultry night Pretty soon
up to the weather rail and

leans agin it kind o sleep
Well fellers those o his never

looked so bowed as they did then I
fancy him kicking them

out ad he was swimmin The more
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Steve stopped for a moment to thor-
oughly enjoy Jacks mistake

Well he when Ws
laughter had subsided when we
got down I told him as how s had hit
me by mistake But blast me didnt
see the joke

Good for ye sec he
naturally that kind o riled

me hem taken for a bloomw green-
horn an I told Black Jack right t an
as how Id fix him in Frisco Upon
which he fetches me an uppercut that
sends me down to leeward into the
scuppers

Well things went along that way
until we got down into the trades an
one night a funny idea struck me as
I was apacta the deck Ye remem-
ber Black Jack was bowlegged an
I was larfin to myself wonderin
how lied look swimmin with them
bow legs Ever see bowlegged man
swim Funniest thing yet
Jack was the bowleggedest man ye
ever see

That idea stuck to a long
time an whenever Id think of it
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Cloak and Suit Dept
A SMALL LOT of Ladies and Misses

Suits made of Zlbeline
Cheviot and mixtures in the shifted
blouse effects gored skirts suits
bat sold u to 2500

A SMALL of tine Zibelme box
coats 27 inches long lined through-
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trimmed with f fancy buttons pre
Inventory
price iOJU

A SMALL LO o ladies Dress and
akirfefe fA jisJn sad mixed

shape some
ratery Pre

TaU rmtWe

lID 00e

WaUd

r

price n 235

t

Pre In-
vei tort

LOST

¬

>

I thought the stranger that idea got
I to Heres a man

wt makes tae wo d till worse for
hems in It why nOtgive hint a boost
into the better I thinks o
the easy times wet come to the
poor chaps ford t he had lam-
basted o every n Ana I thinks o
when he smashed we too But most
of all I wsjftted i9 tee a bowlegged-
man swim Say you fellers dont
know what a good larf is till ye see
a bowlegged man swim Ive seen
it once

Here Steve broke off his narrative to
chuckle over funny memories
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Well he resumed at larst Icouldnt stand it longer There
was Black Jack leanin over the rail
an there was me dyin1 to see him
swim So I steadies the helm pretty
good an then kicks off my slippers
easy like sos he couldnt An
then I leaves the wheel softly an
creeps up to the weather rail an so
help me there was Black Jack a
anoozln Yessir eleepin on his
watch Him as would lam a poor
feller from ford near dead for loin
that same thing Wot yer think o
thatHe leanin over pretty far
boldin on to a awning stanchion Wot
yer think I did Yed never guem
The canvass draw bucket was layin
on the skylight an it looked so much
like a cork hemlet I couWnt help
wonderin how it would fit Black-
Jacks pearshaped head So I sneaked
over to the skylight an cut off

Then I tried it on my bead ah
it was just a trifle too big But thinks-
I itll jest fit Black Jack a tight fit
too sos he couldnt get it off

Back to the weather rail I dptoes
until I stands jest in back o Black
Jack His head was jest in a daisy
position so I carefully raiee the draw
bucket above it an down I plumps it

jest jammed it down tight to his
shoulders

Well fellers larfed to see the
jump hemade like a chicken with its
head cut off a floppin his arms like
they was wings Yessir jest like a
bloomin chicken

The smile struck Steves sense of
humor so strongly that it was some
momenta before he could continue
Even some of his audience laughed
with him

But that was only for a minute-
he continued Fore he could do

I ups with his heels ae the
chap on the Nancy Bell would
said an over he went with the draw
bucket fast an asmotherin his
squeals

The humor of the Situation
humor perhaps so struck all hands
due more to Steves manner than to his
words that all burst out into a long
gtfffaw The idea of Black Jack diving-
to his death with a draw bucket over
his head seemed ridiculously funny

Well fellers said Steve after he
had wiped the tears from his own

the ship was goln a bare three knots
an the moon was out I could see the
white foam spot where he went down
an aft I runs to the log line an watch-
es Will ye believe truer
all of sudden I see that white can-
vas draw bucket pop up yith his two
arms wavin on each side o it An
there was them bow legs o his a
waggin behind like crabs nippers Oh
say fellers
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Again Steve went off into peals tt
merriment Finally he was able t j
resume

Well boys I Jest leaned over
rail an larfed fit to t myself The
way he was tryln to holler through
that draw bucket an couldnt wouH
a given ye fits if yed a heard the way

was a riprJn up inside I kinder
reckon the cuss words he was let tin
out weighed the bucket down an
them with the iron band sent him
nose down larst I SOP was his tw
bow legs a kickin up in the air an
then I went back to the heeL

When the chap came back to
me I didnt say nothin but

pretty soon the third mate
Black Jack an calls skipper
ol man comes on deck and we squares-
in our yards an sails hack over our
course burnin blue lights and shoutiu
like ell an I was shout in louder an
any t em but you bet they didnt s e
no signs of Biack Jack with his head la-

the draw bucket
Say fellers wot ye suppose old

said when he saw Black Jack comin
up the gates of hell with that draw
bucket over his head Blessed if I
wouldnt a ben willln to stand the hiri
temperature rot a few minutes jest t

see what
The idea seemed so humorous

Happy Steve that the story endet
n long hearty laugh interpolated 1y-
hinnorous comments on an imaginary
conversation between hi Satanic Ma-
jesty and Black Jack with
bucket presenting diff ulties to t e
way of mutual recognition

Happy Steve often again referred to
the murder ho had committed and ee h-

sprinkled his story with hearty
laughter

When we arrived in Australia HaY
Steve cleared out for the wan rivr

diggings Later ve heard that
his finish there he died as he-

lived In a humorous way The ac-
count we had stated that he had
cracked some Joke up there that wasnt
appreciated by the English miners
that it precipitated n a shooting
scrape When the smoke cleared away
three of Steves opponents wire
stretched out but ho himself had
cracked bis last joke When told thpt
his American humor had not been un-

derstood he chuckled immoderately-
and then died The account may not
be exactly true but it was characteris-
tic of him

Some years later I met a man who
had been Southern Cruse n
that same eventful trip and jrten I
asked him who was bosaif mate at
the time he replied

Why a humorous sort o chap a
feller called Steve White
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PreSnvstit0ry Safe
Boys Clothing

and Gents
Furnishing Dept

PIECE VESTEE
SUITS This is a broken line of sizes
from 3 to 1C years Our 350 and 400
values sale n

13
TWO PIECE SUITS This is

another line broken in sizes ranging
from 8 to 16 years All values from
450 to 550 sale S O

price
BOYS OVERCOATS For this special
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